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PRESS RELEASE

WMita - Build on Successful Launch
 

The Launch of West Midlands IT Association on the 18 June 2003 at the Motor Cycle Museum was a tremendous success. The organisers had originally planned for 150 ICT and Business Partners to attend. After closing down the registration process early due to huge demand the actual attendance was near 350. 
 

The theme for the Launch was Working in Partnership - and was hosted by Brian Wood-Scawen - from PWC the eBusiness Champion for the region. The morning event covered discussions on the how the West Midlands can become a major force for the supply of Quality ICT Solutions from the huge number of ICT SME's in the region. In particular how WMita (funded via Advantage WM) can help SME ICT organisations. 
 

Speakers at the event - Stuart Webb - AWM ICT Cluster Manager said that he was "extremely pleased and enthusiastic" with the interest shown and "WMita have a key role to play in the development of the ICT Cluster in the region...."  
 

Peter Verhoeven - Chairman of WMita - explained WMita is here to "translate the Government agenda to develop ICT in the West Midlands" by creating the environment for ICT SME's to develop their business by providing support with training, marketing, networking and collaboration, events and exhibitions ... all under the umbrella of a quality mark to help generate new business opportunities.
 

Spencer Hodgson - Coventry and Warwickshire Chamber explained details of a very exciting new project just launched, (over £22 millions) known as REDI - Regional eBusiness Development Initiative geared towards West Midlands ICT organisation to deliver.
 

Mark Doyle - Trinity Expert Systems - a member of WMita explained the benefits that he had received through collaboration and re-enforced the message of the day - take part and benefit from the support available through WMita.
 

Since the event - WMita have been working "flat-out" with enquiries leading to membership. There has been a more than a 20% increase in membership since the launch. 
 

Our recently launched website www.wmita.co.uk has also been very well received, attracting a fantastic "hit rate". End Users looking for Quality Solutions and Services from reliable resources will be able to interrogate the website in our next phase which is to be released in August. Plans are now well advanced to develop a schedule of events and training schedules to benefit all members.
For more information contact Pravin Patel, Operations Manager, West Midlands IT Association, Blythe Valley Innovation Centre, Central Boulevard, Blythe Valley Park, Solihull, B90 8AJ.   Tel: 0121 506 9320 Email: pravin.patel@wmita.co.uk.
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