NOBLE TAKES THE WMita CHAIR

Fred Noble, has been elected Chairman of the West Midlands IT Association (WMita) at the Association’s 2004 Annual General Meeting, following the decision of previous chairman Peter Verhoeven to return to the Netherlands.

Fred Noble, chairman of ADECS Limited, is well placed to carry on the work started by Peter Verhoeven.  As ex-chairman of the Coventry, Solihull and Warwickshire Branch of WMita and founder of the Regional IT Association (RITA), now merged with WMita, Fred has a long and distinguished IT career.   

Fred worked for IBM for 30 years and, in his early career as an IBM engineer installed the first IBM mainframe computer (the 1620) at Teeside University.  After ‘retiring’ in 1992, he founded ADECS Limited and in 2000, established an IT training company, ATL Solutions Limited, for which he is still managing director.

After his election as chairman of WMita, Fred Noble said: "I'm pleased to be elected to help Pravin Patel and the Board achieve the objectives, that Peter and the Board, have set for WMita.  We have moved a long way since our formation and it was a shock to all of us when Peter informed us that he was to retire from the post of Chairman. 

“Peter has made a significant contribution to WMita and he has become recognised as the voice of IT for the West Midlands.  He will be a difficult act to follow." 

The WMita AGM also elected / re-elected the chairs of the six branches as follows:  Birmingham Branch – Phil Briggs, Black Country Branch – Bob Boyd, Coventry, Solihull and Warwickshire Branch – Flick Wheeler, Herefordshire and Worcestershire – Ian Pugh, Shropshire Branch, Kevin Davies, Staffordshire Branch – Geoff Palmer

-more-
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People at the AGM were told of a highly successful year in which WMita went from strength to strength with currently 260 member companies, two new branches created (Herefordshire & Worcestershire and Shropshire, the launch of the WMita Quality Mark and significant brand building and recognition. 

WMita, funded by Advantage West Midlands, is a private sector organisation acting as a single point of contact for companies needing IT products and services.  These include; networks, hardware and software, through to bespoke systems, e-commerce, marketing, back end system integration and training.

-Ends-
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Fred Noble’s (right) first official duty as new chairman of WMita was to present retiring chairman, Peter Verhoeven with a crystal commemorative plaque to celebrate his successful two years in the role.
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