NEWS RELEASE

DIGITAL BUSINESS ECOSYSTEM WILL TRANSFORM SMEs 

By April 2005, 130 small and medium sized UK businesses will           be enrolled in preparatory and developmental project work on            a new state-of-the-art Digital Business Ecosystem Project            (DBE) which, it is claimed will revolutionise the way SMEs’ do  business.

The West Midlands IT Association (WMita) in conjunction with the University of Central England (UCE) have organised an event on 12th May at WMita’s headquarters in Solihull, to inform West Midlands SMEs of how DBE could benefit them and what they need to do to be considered for the project.

DBE developers claim that the project will help SMEs to compete in world markets by achieving better customer relationships, producing higher quality market information & knowledge and gaining sustainable revenue growth.

Collaboration, partnerships, knowledge sharing among participants, creativity, innovation, customer management and cost reduction are key themes in DBE.  

“This event will enable West Midlands companies to evaluate the relevance of DBE to their businesses and contribute ideas to the future development of the project,” explained UCE’s Dr Rod Shelton. 

The project is a central one in the European Commission’s Sixth Framework Information Society and Technology programme which provides funds for selected ICT SMEs’ development work. 
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Request for Tenders will also be published  early next year but the UCE team are keen to establish relationships with ‘driver’ companies before then.

To register for this event and find out more about DBE, visit www.wmita.co.uk and follow the links to Events (May ’04).


-Ends-

NOTES TO EDITORS

Launched with funding from Advantage West Midlands, WMita promotes the growth and development of IT businesses within the West Midlands. 

WMita is a membership organisation and acts as a single point of contact for companies needing IT products and services.   
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