NEWS RELEASE

13th May 2004

WMita WARNS OF DATA PROTECTION ACT SCAM

A scam that implies that companies face fines of up to £5000 unless they send a cheque for £135, has been uncovered by a vigilant WMita (West Midlands IT Association) member and now the Association is warning its members and other companies to be careful not to be caught. 

Flick Wheeler, of Steeple Software Services in Coventry, who uncovered the scam, explains: " The final notice we received could very easily have been taken as genuine. The company, calling itself the ‘Data Protection Enforcement Agency’ encourages an urgent response in a professionally presented mailer and even includes an addressed reply envelope. The mailer states the penalties for not registering and even quotes correct legislation.   

“The truth is that companies do indeed need to register but this is a simple procedure that costs just £35.   The scam, if acted upon, could see the victim losing £135 and not even being registered, " explained Mrs Wheeler.

Mrs Wheeler is concerned that other companies could easily be taken in by this well constructed scam and is happy for anyone to contact her for more information by emailing fjw@steeple.co.uk or by telephone on: 024 7669 4311.  Steeple Software has been advised by Trading Standards to forward the details of the scam to its Main Offices in London.
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